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To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of 
the  Bedfordshire  County  Council. 

Mr.  Chairman,  My  Lords,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  present  the  Report  for  the  year  1947  upon  the 
public  health  of  the  County.  Once  again,  at  the  suggestion  of  the  Ministry 
of  Health,  the  report  is  of  an  interim  nature. 

During  the  greater  part  of  the  year  the  work  of  the  Public  Health 
Department  was  under  the  direction  of  my  predecessor,  Dr.  C.  G.  Welch, 
to  whom  I am  much  indebted  for  the  manner  in  which  he  introduced  me 
to  the  work  of  the  County. 

Certain  vital  statistics  are  set  out  in  the  body  of  the  Report.  The 
various  rates  which  it  is  customary  to  calculate  compare  favourably  with 
those  of  previous  years,  and  with  those  for  the  country  as  a whole. 

With  regard  to  Infectious  Diseases,  comment  is  necessary  on  two 
matters.  For  the  first  time  since  records  have  been  kept  there  were  no 
deaths  from  Diphtheria.  This  fact  clearly  justifies  the  steps  taken  to 
protect  children  from  this  disease,  and  demonstrates  the  need  for  con- 
tinuous action.  Unfortunately,  there  must  be  set  against  the  happy  exper- 
ience in  Diphtheria,  the  unusually  severe  results  of  an  outbreak  of  Infantile 
Paralysis.  It  is  regrettable  that  no  means  of  protection  such  as  exist  in 
the  case  of  Diphtheria,  are  available  against  Infantile  Paralysis.  A concise 
account  of  the  outbreak  appears  in  the  Report. 

The  closing  quarter  of  the  year  was,  in  the  main,  a period  of  prepara- 
tion for  the  administrative  changes  rendered  necessary  by  the  National 
Health  Service  Act,  1946,  and,  in  that  connection,  I wish  to  thank  the 
Council  for  their  sympathetic  consideration  of  the  proposals  put  before 
them.  A full  account  of  the  operation  of  the  new  Health  Services  will  be 
given  in  the  report  for  the  year  1948. 

I am  grateful  to  the  members  of  the  Public  Health  staff,  who  so 
energetically  assisted  in  the  preparation  of  the  schemes,  and  I am  deeply 
indebted  to  those  individuals,  both  colleagues  and  representatives  of 
Associations  in  the  County,  who  so  readily  made  themselves  available  for 
consultation,  and  thus  greatly  facilitated  the  work  of  a newcomer. 


I have  the  honour  to  be. 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

W.  C.  V.  BROTHWOOD, 

County  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

Shire  Hall, 

Bedford. 

May,  1949. 
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BEDFORDSHIRE. 

The  area  of  the  geographical  and  administrative  County  is  474 
square  miles,  or  302,942  acres.  Its  greatest  length  from  North  to  South 
is  36h  miles  and  its  greatest  breadth  22\  miles  from  East  to  West. 

The  County  contains  no  County  Boroughs  but  includes  the  three 
Non-County  Boroughs  of  Bedford,  Dunstable  and  Luton.  There  are,  in 
addition,  five  Urban  Districts  and  four  Rural  Districts. 

At  the  1st  April,  1947,  the  rateable  value  was  £1,846,615.  The  pro- 
duct of  a penny  rate  for  1946-47  . was,  for  general  County  purposes, 
£7,503.  The  estimated  figure  for  1947-48  is  £7,505. 


VITAL  STATISTICS. 

(N.B. — The  information  contained  in  this  section  is  based  on  figures 

supplied  by  the  Registrar- General.) 


POPULATION. 

The  aggregate  resident  population  of  the  County,  as  estimated  for  the 
middle  of  1947  by  the  Registrar  General,  was  as  follows: — 


Urban  Districts  Persons 

Ampthill  2,858 

Bedford  51,880 

Biggleswade 7,066 

Dunstable  16,490 

Kempston  8,114 

Leighton  Buzzard 7,730 

Luton  108,250 

Sandy  3,492 


Aggregate  of  Urban  Districts 


Rural  Districts 
Ampthill 
Bedford 
Biggleswade  ... 
Luton 


. . . 20,400 

...  26,390 

. . . 20,780 

...  18,110 


205,880 


Aggregate  of  Rural  Districts 


85,680 


The  County  ...  291,560 


The  population  of  the  County,  according  to  the  1931  Census, 
220,525.  ? 


was 
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BIRTHS. 

The  Birth-Rate  for  Bedfordshire  for  the  year  1947  was  20.6  per 
thousand,  which  is  higher  than  in  1946  when  the  rate  was  19.0  per  thou- 
sand. The  birth  rate  for  the  country  as  a whole  also  shows  an  increase. 


In  1947,  6,000  live  births  attributable  to  Bedfordshire  residents  were 
registered.  The  birth-rates  per  1,000  total  population  for  Bedfordshire 
and  the  Urban  and  Rural  Districts  thereof,  and  for  England  and  Wales 
for  the  last  five  years,  are  given  below: — 


Localities 

Birth  Rate 

1943 

1944 

1945 

1946 

1947 

Urban  Districts  ... 

18.3 

21.2 

18.9 

19.3 

20.9 

Rural  Districts 

16.0 

18.9 

17.2 

18.3 

19.9 

Whole  County 

17.6 

20.9 

18.4 

19.0 

20.6 

England  and  Wales 

16.5 

17.6 

16.1 

19.1 

20.5 

Natural  increase  of  population  is  the  excess  of  births  over  deaths  and 
is  usually  expressed  per  thousand  of  the  population.  In  Bedfordshire  the 
natural  increase  was  9.6  per  thousand  in  1947 ; that  for  England  and  Wales 
being  8.5  per  thousand. 


The  live  birth  statistics  for  the  County  districts  for  the  year  1947  are 
shown  in  the  following  tables. 


Districts 

Total 

Births 

Legitimate 

Illegiti- 

mate 

Total 
Birth  Rate 

Urban — 

Ampthill  ... 

39 

34 

5 

13.6 

Bedford  

1,014 

947 

67 

19.5 

Biggleswade 

142 

133 

9 

20.1 

Dunstable 

407 

382 

25 

24.7 

Kempston 

161 

152 

9 

19.8 

Leighton  Buzzard... 

166 

153 

13 

21.5 

Luton 

2,303 

2,171 

132 

21.3 

Sandy 

65 

60 

5 

18.6 

Aggregate  of  Urban 
Districts  

265 

20.9 

4,297 

4,032 

Rural — 

21.8 

Ampthill  

444 

429 

15 

Bedford 

459 

438 

21 

17.4 

Biggleswade 

436 

419 

17 

21.0 

Luton  • • • • • • 

364 

347 

17 

20.1 

Aggregate  of  Rural 
Districts 

1,633 

70 

19.9 

1,703 
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STILL  BIRTHS. 


The  Still-Birth  Rate  for  Bedfordshire,  that  is  to  say,  the  rate  per 
thousand  total  births  (live  and  still)  was  21.8  in  1947  as  compared  with 
29.6  in  1946. 

Particulars  of  still  births  registered  in  the  County  during  the  last 
five  years,  are  set  out  in  the  following  table : — 


Total 

Legitimate 

Illegii 

riMATE 

Males 

Females 

Males 

Females 

Males 

Females 

r 1943 

61 

40 

58 

38 

3 

2 

Urban 

1944 

62 

62 

54 

56 

8 

6 

Districts 

1945 

61 

42 

58 

38 

3 

4 

1946 

70 

57 

65 

47 

5 

10 

L 1947 

43 

50 

37 

47 

6 

3 

f 1943 

31 

19 

31 

18 

— 

1 

1944 

23 

28 

21 

26 

2 

2 

Rural  Districts  s 

1945 

21 

16 

18 

15 

3 

1 

1946 

25 

13 

21 

12 

4 

1 

1947 

19 

22 

19 

22 

— 

— 

fl943 

92 

59 

89 

56 

3 

3 

1944 

85 

90 

75 

82 

10 

8 

Whole  County  ■< 

1945 

82 

58 

76 

53 

6 

5 

1946 

95 

70 

86 

59 

9 

11 

1947 

62 

72 

56 

69 

6 
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DEATHS. 

I 

The  Death-Rate  for  Bedfordshire  for  the  year  1947  was  the  same  as 
in  1946,  viz: — 11.0  per  thousand  total  population;  that  for  England  and 
Wales  being  12.0  per  thousand.  The  total  number  of  deaths  of  County 
residents  (i.e.,  after  adjustment  for  outward  and  inward  transfers)  during 
1947  was  3,208,  compared  with  3,141  in  1946.  The  Death-Rates  per 
thousand  of  the  population  for  the  past  five  years  were  as  follows : — 


Localities 

General  Death  Rate 

1943 

1944 

1945 

1946 

1947 

Urban  Districts  ... 

11.1 

10.9 

10.7 

10.7 

10.5 

Rural  Districts 

11.1 

11.5 

11.7 

11.8 

12.1 

Whole  County 

11.1 

11.1 

11.0 

11.0 

11.0 

England  and  Wales 

12.1 

11.6 

11.4 

11.5 

12.0 
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The  Death-Rates  for  the  Sanitary  Districts  in  Bedfordshire  for  1947 
are  given  below : — 


Urban 

Sanitary  Districts 

Death  Rate 

Rural 

Sanitary  Districts 

Death  Rate 

Ampthill  

10.5 

Ampthill  

13.1 

Bedford 

12.7 

Bedford  

11.5 

Biggleswade  

11.5 

Biggleswade 

12.4 

Dunstable  

8.8 

Luton  •••  •••  • • • 

11.1 

Kempston 

11.8 

Leighton  Buzzard 

10.1 

Luton 

9.6 

Sandy 

15.2 

INFANTILE  MORTALITY. 

This  is  calculated  as  the  proportion  of  deaths  of  children  under  one 
year  of  age  to  every  1,000  live  births  and  forms  the  record  known  as  the 
rate  of  infantile  mortality.  The  death-rates  per  thousand  of  the  live  births 
for  1947  are  given  below: — 

Urban  Districts  ...  32.1  Whole  County  ...  30.7 

Rural  Districts  ...  27.0  England  and  Wales ...  41.0 


MATERNAL  MORTALITY. 

There  were  5 deaths  associated  with  child  birth  during  the  year, 
giving  a maternal  death  rate  per  thousand  total  births  (live  and  still)  of 
0.81,  as  compared  with  1.17  for  England  and  Wales  as  a whole. 


CAUSES  OF  DEATH  AT  DIFFERENT  PERIODS  OF  LIFE  IN  THE  COUNTY  OF  BEDFORD,  1947. 
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Causes  of  Death  in  the  Administrative  Areas  of  the  County  of  Bedford,  1947. 


Administrative  Areas 


Totals 


Causes  of  Death 

c 

£ 

< 

1 

|.  Bedford 

^ Biggleswade 

Dunstable  Borough 

q 

<3 

X 

U 

*0 

H 

GJ 

N 

N 

'-f 

c 

o 

M 

3 

J 

Sandy  Urban 

Urban  ~] 

Rural  J 

X 

bo 

3 

O 

tH 

o 

m 

Rural  J 

q 

a 

X 

lH 

D 

Rural  J 

h-' 

G 

O 

4-* 

CO 

a 

a 

Leighton  Bi 
Urban 

Borough  1 

Rural  j 

U.D.’s,  194' 

Typhoid  and  Paratyphoid 

Fevers 

Cerebro- Spinal  Fever 

— 

— 

1 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

2 

Scarlet  Fever  ... 

l 

1 

— 

— 

— 

2 

Whooping  Cough 

1 

1 

Diphtheria  

Tuberculosis  of  Resp.  System 

— 

6 

17 

4 

1 

6 

2 

2 

1 

43 

5 

— 

66 

Other  forms  of  Tuberculosis 

— 

1 

6 

2 

2 

2 

1 

1 

— 

13 

1 

— 

23 

Syphilitic  Diseases 

— 

1 

2 

— 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

5 

1 

— 

8 

Influenza 

— 

4 

4 

2 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

5 

5 

— 

9 

Measles  ...  ...  ••• 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

Ac.  Poliomyel.  and  Polio- 

cnccph*  •••  •••  ••• 

— 

2 

3 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

7 

3 

1 

11 

Ac.  Infect.  Enceph 

Cancer:  B.  Cav.,  Oesoph.  (M) 

Uterus  (F) 

1 

2 

15 

1 

— 

4 

3 

4 

2 

16 

4 

1 

42 

Cancer,  Stomach  and  Duo- 

denum  •••  •••  ••• 

— 

7 

21 

4 

4 

9 

4 

2 

3 

15 

7 

— 

49 

Cancer  of  Breast 

— 

6 

12 

6 

3 

2 

3 

2 

1 

15 

2 

3 

39 

Cancer  of  all  other  Sites 

5 

21 

62 

28 

5 

14 

17 

6 

4 

89 

19 

9 

197 

Diabetes 

— 

6 

9 

2 

1 

1 

2 

1 

— 

7 

— 

— 

20 

Intra-cran.  Vase.  Lesions 

1 

34 

76 

25 

12 

31 

14 

13 

13 

115 

19 

4 

248 

Heart  Disease 

12 

84 

164 

92 

16 

94 

38 

27 

15 

267 

48 

19 

558 

Other  Diseases  Circ.  System 

— 

8 

60 

29 

2 

6 

4 

9 

2 

23 

4 

1 

101 

Bronchitis 

3 

14 

27 

8 

3 

15 

9 

5 

8 

73 

14 

2 

130 

Pneumonia 

1 

8 

24 

11 

5 

10 

5 

3 

2 

46 

4 

4 

90 

Other  Respiratory  Diseases  . . . 

— 

1 

13 

1 

4 

1 

2 

1 

— 

9 

4 

1 

29 

Ulcer  of  Stomach  or  Duo- 

denum  •••  •••  ••• 

— 

6 

10 

3 

— 

3 

. 1 

3 

— 

10 

— ■ 

24 

Diarrhoea,  under  2 years 

— 

— 

2 

1 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

7 

" 

11 

Appendicitis  ... 

— 

1 

2 

— 

— 

1 

— 

2 

1 “ 

4 

1 

8 
A O 

Other  Digestive  Diseases 

— 

6 

9 

7 

2 

6 

5 

1 

2 

29 

3 

48 

Nephritis  ...  

3 

9 

12 

3 

1 

4 

2 

1 

2 

24 

5 

1 

46 

Puerperal  and  Post-abort. 

*1 

Sepsis  •••  •••  ••• 

— * 

1 

— 

— 

■ 

■ 

1 

1 

1 

i 

o 

Other  Maternal  Causes 

1 

l 

z 

Premature  Birth 

— 

4 

9 

1 

3 

2 

1 

— 

2 

29 

2 

44 

Con.  Mai.,  Birth  Injuries, 

Infant.  Diseases  ... 

— 

6 

9 

9 

2 

3 

1 

3 

2 

26 

3 

43 

Suicide 

— 

3 

4 

5 

1 

3 

2 

1 

3 

9 

1 

2 

22 

Road  Traffic  Accidents 

1 

1 

2 

1 

— 

5 

— 

1 

1 

8 

4 

1 

13 

>i  ^ 

Other  Violent  Causes 

1 

7 

13 

11 

2 

3 

5 

1 

1 

20 

5 

43 

All  Other  Causes  

1 

18 

69 

44 

11 

29 

22 

6 

13 

120 

37 

5 

247 

— 

Totals:  All  Causes  ... 

30 

267 

659 

303 

81 

258 

145 

96 

78 

1,036 

202 

53 

2,178 

o 

*•  • 

c: 

C- 


1 

3 


1,C 


1047 
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INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

The  numbers  of  cases  of  Infectious  Diseases  notified  and  confirmed 
in  each  of  the  Sanitary  Districts  are  shown  in  the  following  table.  The 
figures  relate  to  civilians  and  non-civilians. 


Administrative  Areas 

1947 

a 

a 

a 

T3 

u 

a 

0 

PQ 

► Biggleswade 

J3 

bO 

3 

O 

C 

o 

§ 

X) 

u 

S3 

N 

N 

r Luton 

Sandy  Urban 

— — - - 

Urban 

Rural  J 

Borough 

13 

U 

a 

Urban  ''j 

— ! 

Rural  J 

w 

JJ 

2 

CTJ 

4-» 

CO 

Q 

a 

O 

4-* 

CO 

g 

Leighton  Bi 
Urban 

Borough  "J 

— i 

Rural  J 

TOTALS 

" Smallpox  

... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— — 

- 

- - 

... 

- 

tf  Scarlet  Fever 

• • • 

4 

58 

82 

43 

5 

28 

19 

27 

12 

179 

42 

— 

499 

Diphtheria  including  Mem- 
branous Croup  

— 

— 

2 

— 

— 

2 

2 

2 

5 

1 

- 

14 

t Enteric  Fever  (Typhoid 
Paratyphoid) 

and 
• • • 

— 

— 

3 

9 

8 

33 

... 

1 

■ 

2 

9 

65 

l Pneumonia  

• • • 

— 

12 

56 

17 

— 

7 

— 

— 

12 

44 

2 

— 

150 

H Cerebro-spinal  Fever  ... 

• • • 

— 

— 

2 

3 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

8 

1 

— 

16 

: Acute  Poliomyelitis 

• • • 

2 

3 

16 

10 

1 

2 

1 

1 

5 

37 

5 

1 

84 

ii  Acute  Polioencephalitis 

... 

— 

— • 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

10 

— 

— 

10 

sit  Encephalitis  Lethargica 

• • • 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Dysentery  

• • • 

— 

2 

1 

— 

— 

5 

— 

— 

— 

8 

2 

—— 

18 

Erysipelas  

♦ • • 

— 

2 

9 

6 

2 

4 

2 

1 

3 

7 

1 

1 

38 

Whooping  Cough 

• • • 

2 

9 

137 

34 

18 

30 

6 

3 

5 

100 

1 

1 

346 

Vleasles  

• • • 

4 

132 

742 

348 

9 

156 

18 

82 

194 

471 

94 

41 

2,291 

U Other  Notifiable  Diseases  : 

s Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

• • • 

— 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— • 

3 

puerperal  Pyrexia 

• • • 

— 

— 

14 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

3 

26 

— — 

. 

44 

U vialaria  

• • • 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

- 

fl  aundice  

• • • 

— 

1 

8 

9 

— 

4 

— 

— 

— 

12 

— 

— 

34 

Totals 

* ~ 

... 

12 

219 

1,074 

479 

43 

271 

49 

116 

237 

910 

149 

53 

3,612 
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ACUTE  POLIOMYELITIS  AND  POLIOENCEPHALITIS. 

In  1947,  England  and  Wales  experienced  the  worst  epidemic  of 
poliomyelitis  since  compulsory  notification  of  the  disease  was  introduced 
in  1912.  The  cases  were  widely  scattered  throughout  the  country. 

In  Bedfordshire,  106  cases  were  notified  as  suffering  from  poliomye- 
litis up  to  the  31st  December,  1947,  the  first  cases  being  reported  during 
the  last  week  in  May,  and  Table  A shows  the  number  of  cases  notified 
each  month.  It  will  be  seen  that  the  highest  incidence  occurred  during 
the  months  of  August,  September  and  October,  which  corresponded  with 
the  incidence  in  the  country  as  a whole. 

Of  the  106  cases  notified,  84  were  definitely  confirmed  as  suffering 
from  poliomyelitis  and  10  from  polioencephalitis,  the  other  cases  having 
illnesses  simulating  the  disease,  such  as  rheumatism. 

The  majority  of  the  cases  were  in  children  between  the  ages  of  1 and 
15  years,  and  of  the  94  persons  actually  suffering  from  the  diseases,  88 
were  admitted  to  hospital.  The  number  of  cases  which  made  a complete 
recovery  was  35;  41  had  some  degree  of  residual  paralysis;  and  18  died. 
One  of  the  deaths  was  of  a child  on  a visit  to  Bedfordshire. 

The  incidence  rate  for  the  County  as  a whole  during  1947  was  32.2 
per  100,000  population,  while  the  percentage  of  deaths  per  number  of 
cases  was  19,  giving  a rate  of  6.2  per  100,000  population.  The  percentage 
of  cases  with  residual  paralysis  amongst  the  surviving  cases  was  54. 

Table  B shows  the  number  of  definite  cases  in  each  sanitary  district 
arranged  in  age  groups,  and  Table  C shows  the  attack  rate  for  each  district. 

In  Table  D are  set  out,  in  age  groups,  the  number  of  cases  admitted 
to  hospital,  the  number  of  deaths  and  the  number  of  cases  with  residual 
paralysis  for  each  sanitary  district. 

It  is  clear  that  the  Administrative  County  suffered  severely  from  the 
outbreak.  As  regards  incidence,  if  only  counties  with  over  200,000 
population  are  considered  it  had  the  highest  attack  rate,  viz,  32.2;  that  for 
England  and  Wales  being  18.  Moreover,  the  Case  Fatality  reached  19 
per  cent,  the  figure  for  England  and  Wales  in  1947  being  9. 

TABLE  A. 


Month 

No.  of 

Cases  Notified 

May 

3 

June 

3 

July  

6 

August 

25 

September 

28 

October  ... 

18 

November 

17 

December 

6 

Total 

106 

13 


TABLE  B. 


(1)  Acute  Poliomyelitis. 


Local  Sanitary 
District  in  which 
Patient  Resided 

No.  of 
Cases 
Notified 

Ag 

e Groui 

3S 

0- 

1- 

5- 

15- 

25- 

35- 

45  + 

Urban  Districts 

Ampthill 

2 

— 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Bedford  Borough 

16 

— 

1 

11 

2 

1 

— 

1 

Biggleswade 

Dunstable 

1 

1 

~ 

1 

Borough 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Kempston 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Leighton  Buzzard 

5 • 

— 

3 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Luton  Borough  . . . 

37 

2 

16 

6 

4 

3 

6 

Sandy 

1 

— 

1 

— — 

““ 

Rural  Districts 

Ampthill 

3 

— 

— 

2 

— 

1 

— 

— 

Bedford 

10 

— 

1 

7 

2 

— 

— 

— 

Biggleswade 

2 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

Luton 

5 

— 

1 

3 

— 

1 

Totals 

84 

2 

25 

34 

8 

8 

6 

1 

(2)  Acute  Polioencephalitis. 


Luton  Borough  . . . 

10 

— 

2 

7 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Totals  of  (1)  & (2) 

94 

2 

27 

41 

9 

8 

6 

1 

TABLE  C. 


Local  Sanitary  District 

No.  of  Cases 

Attack  Rate 
per  100,000 
Population 

Urban  Districts 

Ampthill  

2 

70 

Bedford  ... 

16 

31 

Biggleswade 

1 

14 

Dunstable 

1 

6 

Kempston 

1 

12 

Leighton  Buzzard  

5 

65 

Luton  

47 

43 

Sandy  

1 

29 

Rural  Districts 

Ampthill  ...  

3 

15 

Bedford 

10 

38 

Biggleswade  

2 

10 

Luton  

5 

28 

a; 


( a ) Acute  Poliomyelitis. 
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TJrban  Districts. 
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Bedford  Borough  ... 

Biggleswade 

Dunstable  Borough 

Kempston 

Leighton  Buzzard  ... 

Luton  Borough 

Sandy  

Rural  Districts. 

Ampthill  

Bedford  

Biggleswade 

Luton  

Totals  ... 

Luton  Borough 
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PARATYPHOID  FEVER. 

During  the  second  half  of  the  year,  65  cases  of  paratyphoid  fever 
were  notified.  The  outbreak  was  confined  to  the  northern  and  eastern 
parts  of  the  County,  most  of  the  cases  being  in  the  Biggleswade  Rural 
District.  The  character  of  the  disease  in  the  majority  of  cases  was  mild, 
the  chief  symptoms  being  malaise,  headache,  abdominal  pain  and  diar- 
rhoea. Many  patients  felt  reasonably  well  after  three  or  four  days  and  it  is 
probable  that  there  were  other  cases  whose  symptoms  were  so  slight  that 
they  did  not  seek  medical  advice. 

With  the  assistance  of  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  Service,  many 
investigations  were  made,  but  they  failed  to  reveal  beyond  dispute  the 
source  of  the  outbreak. 


INFLUENZA. 

The  number  of  deaths  attributed  to  influenza  during  the  year  was 
22  as  compared  with  63  in  the  previous  year. 


TUBERCULOSIS. 

There  were  116  deaths  from  this  cause  in  Bedfordshire  in  1947,  being 
3.6  per  cent  of  the  total  number  of  deaths  from  all  causes,  as  compared  with 
145  (4.6  per  cent)  in  1946. 

The  County  death-rate  from  tuberculosis  (all  forms)  per  thousand 
of  the  population  was  0.40,  that  for  the  combined  Urban  Districts  being 
0.43,  and  that  for  the  combined  Rural  Districts  being  0.31.  The  death- 
rate  for  the  country  as  a whole  during  1947  was  0.55. 


The  following  table  shows  the  death-rates  from  pulmonary  tuber- 
culosis per  thousand  population  for  the  County  and  the  Urban  and  Rural 
Districts  for  the  past  five  years : — 


Districts 

Death  Rate  from  Pulmonary 
Tuberculosis  per  1,000  population 

1943 

1944 

1945 

1946 

1947 

Urban  Districts  ... 

0.57 

0.46 

0.48 

0.50 

0.32 

Rural  Districts 

0.32 

0.39 

0.41 

0.31 

0.24 

Whole  County 

0.49 

0.44 

0.46 

0.44 

0.30 

The  death-rate  from  pulmonary  tuberculosis  for  England  and  Wales 
in  1947  was  0.47  per  thousand  of  the  population. 
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Particulars  are  given  below  of  new  cases  of  tuberculosis  notified  in 
accordance  with  the  Public  Health  (Tuberculosis)  Regulations,  1930, 
during  the  last  two  years : — 


1946 

1947 

Pulmonary:  Males  ... 

...  159 

146 

Females 

99 

114 

258 

Non-Pulmonary : Males  . . . 

28 

25 

Females 

30 

27 

58  52 

316  312 


83  other  cases  (39  males  and  44  females)  came  to  notice,  otherwise 
than  by  notification,  e.g.,  by  Death  Returns  and  Inward  Transfers. 


Dispensaries. 

Until  November,  1947,  the  County  was  divided  into  three  areas  for 
Dispensary  purposes — Bedford,  Luton  and  Biggleswade.  With  effect 
from  the  27th  November,  Bedford  and  Biggleswade  were  combined,  the 
existing  clinics  closed  and  a new  clinic  opened  at  St.  Peter’s  Hospital, 
Bedford. 


The  number  of  cases  remaining  on  the  Dispensary  Registers  at  the 
end  of  1947  is  set  out  below: — 


F 

'ULMONAR' 

Y 

Noi 

vf-PULMON 

ARY 

Total 

Men 

Women 

Children 

Men 

Women 

Children 

1947 

874 

634 

147 

166 

149 

114 

2,084 

The  number  of  attendances  at  the  Dispensaries  during  1947  (includ- 
ing contacts)  was  5,630,  and  3,31 1 visits  were  paid  to  the  homes  of  patients 
by  the  Tuberculosis  Visitors  and  the  Council’s  Health  Visitors. 

All  cases  on  the  Dispensary  Registers  were  visited  from  time  to  time 
by  the  Council’s  Visitors,  and  visits  and  examinations  were  made  by  the 
Tuberculosis  Officers  as  required. 

1,301  specimens  of  sputum,  etc.,  were  examined  during  the  year. 
Of  these,  231  were  positive  for  tubercle  bacilli  and  1,070  negative. 

X-ray  examinations  in  connection  with  the  Council’s  Tuberculosis 
Scheme  were  carried  out  in  the  South  of  the  County  at  the  Luton  and 
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Dunstable  Hospital,  and  in  the  North  of  the  County  at  the  private  resi- 
dence of  Dr.  H.  B.  Padwick.  During  1947,  3,315  such  examinations  were 
made.  In  addition,  40  examinations  were  made  at  other  Hospitals  and 
Institutions. 


Extra  Nourishment. 

As  in  past  years,  extra  nourishment  was  granted  to  suitable  cases, 
all  applications  being  investigated  by  a special  Sub-Committee  appointed 
for  this  purpose.  The  cost  during  the  financial  year  ended  31st  March, 
1947,  was  £1,536  Os.  7d.  as  compared  with  £1,268  3s.  8d.  in  the  previous 
twelve  months. 


Allowances  Scheme. 

Under  the  Government’s  Scheme  for  affording  financial  assistance 
to  tuberculous  patients  who  are  obliged  to  give  up  their  work  in  order  to 
undertake  treatment,  106  new  applications  for  allowances  were  granted 
during  the  year. 


Bedfordshire  Sanatorium. 

Institutional  treatment  for  cases  of  pulmonary  tuberculosis  con- 
tinued to  be  provided  at  the  Council’s  Sanatorium,  situated  at  Moger- 
hanger  Park  and  at  Institutions  in  other  parts  of  the  country.  The 
Bedfordshire  Sanatorium  has  accommodation  for  72  beds;  36  males, 
36  females.  During  the  year  1947,  106  cases  completed  treatment  at  the 
Sanatorium  and  at  the  end  of  the  year,  50  cases  were  under  treatment. 
The  number  of  cases  of  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  receiving  treatment  in 
other  Institutions  at  the  end  of  the  year  was  84. 


Public  Health  Act,  1936,  Sec.  172. 

It  was  not  found  necessary  during  the  year  to  apply  for  any  Orders 
under  Section  172  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936,  for  the  compulsory 
removal  to  Hospital  of  persons  suffering  from  tuberculosis. 


Non-Pulmonary  Tuberculosis. 

The  number  of  cases  of  Non-Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  receiving 
treatment  at  special  Institutions  in  various  parts  of  the  country  at  the  end 
of  the  year  was  39. 

In  cases  where  the  circumstances  of  the  patients  made  it  impossible 
for  them  to  bear  the  cost  of  surgical  appliances,  the  necessary  expenditure 
was  met  by  the  County  Council. 
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VENEREAL  DISEASES. 

The  Clinics  are  open  on  the  following  days  in  each  week  and  between 
the  times  stated : — 

Bedford  County  Hospital — 


Males : Mondays  to  Fridays  (inclusive)  . . . 

4-8  p.m. 

Females:  Mondays  

6 p.m. 

Tuesdays 

6 p.m. 

Wednesdays  

5-7  p.m. 

Thursdays  

6 p.m. 

Fridays  

3-5  p.m. 

Luton  and  Dunstable  Hospital — 

Males : Mondays  

2-8  p.m. 

Tuesdays 

5.30-8  p.m. 

Wednesdays  

2-8  p.m. 

Thursdays  

5.30-8  p.m. 

Fridays  

2-8  p.m. 

Females:  Mondays  

9 a.m.-6.30  p.m. 

Tuesdays 

9 a.m.-7.00  p.m. 

Wednesdays  

9 a.m.-7.00  p.m. 

Thursdays  

9 a.m.-7.00  p.m. 

Fridays  

9 a.m.-6.30  p.m. 

Saturdays 

9 a.m.  - 12  noon 

For  the  purpose  of  comparison,  the  following  tables  are  inserted, 
showing  the  principal  statistics  for  each  area  for  the  last  five  years : — 


Year 

New  Cases 

Total 
No.  of 
injects, 
of 

N.A.B., 

etc. 

Kahn 

Tests 

Total 
atten- 
dances 
of  all 
Patients 

Syphilis 

Soft 

Chancre 

Gonor- 

rhoea 

Non 

V.D. 

Total 

Bedford 

1943 

21 

— 

120 

163 

304 

1,485 

536 

5,596 

1944 

40 

— 

78 

192 

310 

1,939 

546 

5,358 

1945 

37 

— 

108 

192 

337 

1,933 

664 

6,174 

1946 

57 

— — 

137 

250 

444 

4,038 

1,048 

6,208 

1947 

30 

— 

87 

173 

290 

1,779 

806 

3,866 

Luton 

1943 

36 

— 

108 

288 

432 

2,248 

621 

6,180 

1944 

40 

3 

141 

196 

380 

2,319 

702 

9,067 

1945 

46 

1 

121 

242 

410 

3,284 

612 

9,035 

1946 

75 

5 

171 

271 

522 

4,675 

866 

10,337 

1947 

69 

7 

106 

227 

409 

5,447 

938 

11,050 
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During  the  year  1947,  nine  notifications  were  received  under  Regula- 
tion 33B  of  the  Defence  (General)  Regulations  of  persons  suspected  to  be 
a source  of  infection.  Six  contacts  were  found,  all  of  whom  were  examined 
and  treated. 


IMMUNISATION  AGAINST  DIPHTHERIA. 

The  immunisation  of  children  against  diphtheria  proceeded  through- 
out 1947  and  the  position  at  the  end  of  the  year  is  shown  in  the  accom- 
panying tables.  It  will  be  seen  that  the  position  as  regards  children  under 
five  years  of  age  was  not  particularly  satisfactory.  In  the  County  as  a whole, 
45.6  per  cent  of  this  group  had  been  immunised  by  the  31st  December, 
1947;  in  the  individual  districts,  however,  the  percentage  varied  from 
32.5  in  Ampthill  Urban  District  to  73.4  in  Biggleswade  Urban  District. 

The  position  was  much  better  in  the  5-14  age  group,  75.2  per  cent 
having  been  immunised  in  the  County.  In  the  Ampthill  Urban  and 
Bedford  Rural  Districts,  indeed,  more  than  90  per  cent  of  the  children 
aged  5-14  years  had  been  immunised. 

The  figures  are  almost  certainly  an  understatement  of  the  true  position. 
The  table  refers  only  to  children  immunised  under  the  schemes  of  the  local 
authorities : it  takes  no  account  of  children  who  may  have  been  immunised 
by  family  doctors  and  concerning  whom  no  statistics  are  available. 


Table  Showing  Number  of  Children  in  County  Districts  Who  had  Completed  a Full  Course  of  Immunisation  by 

31st  December,  1947,  Sub-Divided  According  to  the  Age  at  that  Date. 
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It  will  be  observed  from  the  foregoing  table  that  during  the  twelve 
months  ended  31st  December,  1947,  6,091  births  were  entered  on  the 
Births  Lists  received  by  the  Vaccination  Officers,  which,  together  with  the 
number  outstanding  from  the  previous  year  (6,549),  made  a total  of  12,640. 

Of  this  number,  1,727  were  successfully  vaccinated,  and  declarations 
of  conscientious  objection  were  made  in  respect  of  3,604  infants.  Of  the 
remainder,  141  died  unvaccinated;  20  were  found  to  be  insusceptible  to 
vaccination;  and  7,148  had  either  left  the  County  or  were  otherwise 
outstanding  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

In  order  to  obtain  as  accurate  a figure  as  possible  to  represent  the 
percentage  of  children  vaccinated  in  the  County,  the  records  in  respect 
of  the  births  returned  for  the  previous  twelve  months  have  been  examined. 
From  1st  January,  1946  to  31st  December,  1946,  5,651  births  were 
returned.  By  the  end  of  January,  1948,  these  births  had  been  accounted 
for  as  follows : — 


Successfully  vaccinated  

1,622 

Insusceptible  to  vaccination  

13 

Number  in  respect  of  whom  Declarations  of  con- 
scientious objection  were  made  

3,278 

Died  unvaccinated 

145 

Vaccination  postponed  

28 

Cases  outstanding 

565 

5,651 


Deducting  the  number  of  babies  who  died,  it  will  be  seen  that  5,506 
infants  were  available  for  vaccination.  Of  these,  1,635  were  dealt  with, 
constituting  29.7  per  cent.  Conscientious  objections  accounted  for  59.6 
per  cent. 
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MATERNITY  AND  CHILD  WELFARE. 

The  population  of  the  area  for  which  the  County  Council  was  the 
Welfare  Authority  during  1947  was  131,430,  i.e.,  the  whole  of  the  Adminis- 
trative County  less  the  Boroughs  of  Bedford  and  Luton. 

ANTE-NATAL  CLINICS. 


Clinic 

Day  and  Time 

Total 
number  of 
attendances 
(1947) 

Total 
number  of 
Women 
attending 
(1947) 

Number  of 
Sessions 
held 
(1947) 

Biggleswade 
St.  Andrew’s 
Rooms 

Tuesday 

(Fortnightly) 

10.0 

644 

153 

26 

Dunstable 
Health  Centre, 
Kingsway 

Thursday 

(Weekly) 

10.0 

2.0 

2,372 

603 

84 

Houghton  Regis 
Baptist 
Schoolroom 

Wednesday 

(Monthly) 

10.0 

212 

42 

17 

Kempston 
Foster  Road 

Wednesday 

(Fortnightly) 

10.0 

731 

136 

27 

Leighton  Buzzard 
1 Grovebury 
Road 

Friday 

(Fortnightly) 

10.0 

432 

151 

26 

Shefford 
Methodist  School- 
room, Ampthill 

Road 

Wednesday 

(Fortnightly) 

10.0 

310 

80 

25 

Shillington 

Congregational 

School 

Thursday 

(Fortnightly) 

10.0 

167 

42 

26 

Stotfold 

Unionist 

Club 

Monday 

(Fortnightly) 

10.0 

262 

65 

25 

Sundon 
Skefko  Sports 
Pavilion 

Wednesday 

(Fortnightly) 

10.0 

307 

83 

26 

5,437 

1,355 

282 

In  addition  to  the  above  Clinics,  an  Ante-natal  Clinic  is  provided 
at  the  Bedford  County  Hospital’s  Out-patients  Department  which  is 
available  to  expectant  mothers  living  in  the  County  Area.  The  Clinic  is 
held  on  Tuesday  afternoons  at  1.30  o’clock. 
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The  following  table  gives  details  of  attendances,  etc.,  at  each  Infant  Welfare 

Centre  in  the  County  during  the  year  1947. 


Centre 

No.  of 
who  a 
the  Cent] 
first  time 
the  ; 

Infants 
ittended 
:e  for  the 
i during 
fear 

No.  of  Infants 
attending  during 
the  year  who  at 
the  end  of  the 
year  were 

f 

Total  att 
of  In 

endances 

fants 

No.  of 
Consul- 
tations 
with 

Council’s 

Medical 

Officer 

No.  of 
Sessions 
held 
during 
year 

Under 
1 year 

Between 
1-5  years 

Under 
1 year 

Between 
1-5  years 

Under 
1 year 

Between 
1-5  years 

Ampthill 

145 

8 

113 

156 

1754 

647 

617 

50 

Arlesey  ... 

48 

— 

44 

89 

551 

284 

278 

25 

Barton  ... 

44 

9 

39 

72 

637 

454 

349 

26 

Biggleswade 

155 

10 

129 

156 

2502 

645 

555 

52 

Bromham 

36 

4 

29 

67 

315 

381 

237 

25 

Caddington 

23 

4 

20 

41 

363 

269 

261 

25 

Clapham 

31 

5 

25 

81 

766 

612 

269 

50 

Cranfield 

53 

10 

20 

60 

418 

546 

334 

24 

Dunstable 

409 

43 

363 

644 

7845 

3601 

1680 

151 

Eaton  Socon 

53 

2 

45 

62 

458 

225 

180 

25 

Harrold  ... 

49 

27 

44 

74 

443 

421 

261 

25 

Haynes  ... 

16 

9 

10 

40 

230 

267 

172 

25 

Heath  & Reach  . . . 

10 

2 

7 

33 

98 

213 

★ 

26 

Houghton  Regis 

73 

6 

64 

126 

1732 

703 

421 

52 

Kempston 

192 

14 

146 

291 

2460 

1834 

983 

102 

Leighton  Buzzard 
Marston 

132 

10 

107 

196 

2311 

1295 

732 

74 

Moretaine 

36 

6 

34 

55 

309 

498 

369 

27 

Potton 

53 

2 

45 

66 

526 

231 

531 

27 

Ridgmont 

26 

4 

22 

40 

173 

356 

★ 

23 

Riseley  

24 

10 

18 

49 

239 

324 

205 

13 

Sandy  

62 

1 

55 

45 

493 

180 

149 

25 

Sharnbrook 

38 

1 

35 

48 

373 

369 

250 

26 

Shefford  ... 

83 

12 

66 

130 

1313 

601 

394 

52 

Shillington 

26 

1 

19 

38 

294 

217 

279 

26 

Slip  End 

33 

6 

32 

48 

407 

293 

192 

24 

Stewartby 

37 

1 

27 

58 

281 

419 

265 

24 

Stotfold  ... 

81 

4 

66 

93 

766 

496 

474 

25 

Streatley 

37 

4 

26 

83 

516 

486 

178 

25 

Studham 

34 

9 

22 

55 

442 

337 

247 

25 

Sundon  ... 

61 

7 

54 

162 

1291 

706 

425 

51 

Tempsford 

34 

— 

24 

32 

205 

114 

151 

12 

Toddington 

54 

8 

45 

74 

868 

269 

316 

51 

Turvey  ... 

16 

1 

12 

27 

119 

210 

222 

13 

Woburn 

24 

2 

19 

56 

244 

384 

★ 

23 

Wootton 

40 

3 

30 

66 

310 

449 

234 

26 

Totals 

2268 

245 

1856 

3413 

32052 

19336 

12210 

1275 

* The  Council’s  Medical  Officers  did  not  attend  these  Clinics  during  the  year  1947. 
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HEALTH  VISITING. 

The  following  table  gives  particulars  of  the  visits  paid  by  the  Council’s 
Health  Visitors  during  the  last  two  years : — 

1946  1947 


Visits  to  Expectant  Mothers  

507 

728 

Primary  visits  to  infants  under  one  year 

2,333 

3,035 

Revisits  to  infants  under  one  year  

7,207 

10,072 

Visits  to  children  between  one  and  five  years  ... 

10,485 

13,634 

20,532 

27,469 

DISTRIBUTION  OF  FRUIT  JUICES  AND  COD  LIVER  OIL. 

The  arrangements  whereby  expectant  mothers  and  mothers  with 
children  under  five  may  obtain  supplies  of  vitamins,  under  the  Ministry 
of  Food  Scheme,  at  Infant  Welfare  Centres  throughout  the  County  were 
continued  in  1947  without  variation. 


DENTAL  TREATMENT. 


Particulars  of  the  work  performed  by  the  County  Dentists  in  con- 
nection with  the  Infant  Welfare  Centres  and  Ante-natal  Clinics  during 
the  year  1947  are  given  below: — 


Clinic 

Extractions 

• 

Fill- 

ings 

Other  Operations 

No.  of 
Cases 
Treated 

Anaes 

Local 

thetic 

Gas 

Total 

Dress- 

ings 

Scal- 

ings 

Miscel- 

laneous 

Total 

Biggleswade 

Mothers 

29 

29 

5 

3 

2 

2 

7 

27 

Infants 

5 

— 

5 

— 

2 

— 

3 

5 

8 

Dunstable 

Mothers 

3 

219 

222 

189 

7 

38 

148 

193 

363 

Infants 

— 

60 

60 

16 

26 

1 

73 

100 

149 

Kempston 

Mothers 

24 

_ 

24 

12 

3 

2 

1 

6 

22 

Infants 

5 

— 

5 

3 

7 

— 

2 

9 

9 

Leighton 

Mothers 

— - 

37 

37 

21 

_ 

10 

36 

46 

74 

Buzzard 

Infants 

— 

9 

9 

3 

1 

— 

4 

5 

13 

Shefford 

Mothers 

24 

... 

24 

1 

, 

1 

1 

17 

Infants 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

2 

2 

Totals 

90 

325 

415 

250 

49 

53 

272 

374 

684 

26 


PROVISION  OF  MATERNITY  ACCOMMODATION. 

The  number  of  maternity  cases  admitted  to  the  Council’s  Hospitals 
during  the  last  five  years  is  shown  in  the  following  table : — 


Hospital 

1943 

1944 

1945 

1946 

1947 

Bedford  (St.  Peter’s  Hospital) 

503 

554 

473 

578 

499 

Luton  (St.  Mary’s  Hospital)  ... 
Battlesden  House  (Emergency) 

113 

201 

117 

222 

325 

Maternity  Home 
Biggleswade  (St.  Andrew’s  Hos- 

" 

20 

' 

■ 

' 

pital) 

81 

271 

153 

32 

144 

During  the  year  under  review  161  cases  were  admitted  to  the  Mater- 
nity Department  of  the  Bedford  County  Hospital  in  accordance  with  the 
arrangement  made  between  the  County  Council  and  the  Hospital. 

Under  arrangements  made  by  the  County  Council  with  the  Luton 
Corporation  134  cases  were  admitted  to  the  Luton  Borough  Maternity 
Hospital  during  the  year. 

The  Bedford  and  County  Girls’  Home  provides  accommodation  for 
16  mothers  and  their  infants.  During  the  year  under  review  52  cases  were 
admitted.  The  County  Council  contributed  a sum  of  £345  16s.  7d.  A 
grant  was  also  made  by  the  Bedford  Borough  Council. 


THE  ADMINISTRATION  OF  THE  MIDWIVES  ACTS. 

The  number  of  midwives  who  notified  their  intention  to  practise 
midwifery  within  the  Administrative  area  of  the  County  during  1947  was 
75. 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  notifications  received  from 
Midwives  during  the  past  five  years : — 

1943  1944  1945  1946  1947 


Of  intention  to  practise  ... 

76 

74 

76 

76 

75 

Of  sending  for  medical  help 

242 

218 

198 

178 

205 

Of  still-births  occurring  in  their 
practice 

19 

12 

5 

7 

10 

Of  deaths  occurring  in  their 

practice : — 

Mothers  

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

Infants  ... 

2 

1 

5 

5 

7 

Of  laying  out  the  dead  ... 

9 

15 

8 

10 

11 

Of  liability  to  be  a source  of 
infection  •••  •••  ••• 

16 

8 

7 

3 

3 

Totals 

364 

330 

299 

279 

311 
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Puerperal  Pyrexia. — Two  cases  were  notified  by  Midwives  during 
1947. 

Ophthalmia. — During  1947,  8 cases  were  reported. 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum.— No  cases  occurred  in  midwives’  practices 
during  1947. 


INSPECTION  OF  MIDWIVES. 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  visits  paid  by  the  County 
Council  Inspector  of  Midwives  during  1947,  as  compared  with  the  pre- 
vious four  years : — 


1943 

1944 

1945 

1946 

1947 

Routine  visits  of  inspection 

185 

147 

175 

1780 

Visits  paid  but  midwives  not  at 
home  •••  •••  ••• 

55 

50 

22 

62  J 

y 198 
1 

Special  enquiry  visits  arising  from 
notifications 

290 

224 

210 

240 

l 256 

Other  visits  and  enquiries 

51 

34 

28 

33  J 

I 

Totals 

581 

455 

435 

513 

454 

Statistics  with  regard  to  the  number  of  Midwives  practising  in  the 
area  of  the  County  Council  as  a Local  Supervising  Authority  and  at  the 
Council’s  Hospitals,  and  the  number  of  cases  attended  are  given  below: — 


No.  of  Cases  attended  during  1947 

No.  of  Midwives 
practising  at  end 
of  1947 

Domiciliary 

Cases 

Cases  in 
Institutions 

Totals 

(a)  Employed  by  the  Council — 
As  Midwives 

13 

888 

888 

As  Maternity  Nurses 

— 

— 

75 

75 

(i b ) Employed  by  Voluntary 
Associations — 

As  Midwives 

45 

690 

690 

As  Maternity  Nurses 

— 

609 

— 

609 

(c)  In  private  practice — 
As  Midwives 

8 

3 

38 

41 

As  Maternity  Nurses 

— 

4 

128 

132 

Totals  As  Midwives 

66 

693 

926 

1,619 

As  Maternity  Nurses 

‘ 

613 

203 

816 

During  the  year  152  claims  under  Section  9 of  the  Midwives  Act, 
1936,  were  received  from  doctors,  amounting  to  £295  8s.  6d.  The  sum 
of  £143  8s.  Od.  was  recovered  from  patients  during  the  year. 
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PREMATURE  INFANTS. 

All  babies  weighing  5J  lbs.  or  less  at  birth  are  regarded  as  being 
premature,  irrespective  of  the  period  of  gestation.  The  following  table 
shows  the  numbers  of  premature  babies  born  in  the  County  Welfare  area, 
and  in  the  Boroughs  of  Bedford  and  Luton  during  1947: — 


County 

Welfare 

Area 

Bedford 

Borough 

Luton 

Borough 

Total 

Born  at  home  

49 

10 

17 

76 

Nursed  entirely  at  home 

42 

8 

15 

65 

Died  during  the  first  24  hours  ... 

4 

— 

— 

4 

Survived  at  the  end  of  1 month  . . . 

43 

9 

14 

66 

Born  in  hospital  or  nursing  home 

21 

89* 

103f 

213 

Died  during  the  first  24  hours  . . . 

4 

7 

6 

17 

Survived  at  the  end  of  1 month  . . . 

14 

73 

84 

171 

* Includes  23  babies  born  to  mothers  normally  resident  in  the  County  Welfare 
Area. 

f Includes  16  babies  born  to  mothers  normally  resident  in  the  County  Welfare 
Area. 


ILLEGITIMATE  INFANTS. 

The  arrangement  continued  in  operation  whereby  two  voluntary 
association  workers  co-operated  with  the  Council’s  Health  Visitors  in  the 
care  of  illegitimate  children  in  the  County  Welfare  Area. 


NURSING  HOMES. 

On  31st  December,  1947,  the  number  of  premises  registered  in  the 
Council’s  area  was  five  (as  Maternity  Homes  four,  as  a Nursing  Home  one), 
providing  a total  accommodation  of  30  beds  for  maternity  cases  and  42 
for  surgical  and  medical  cases. 

INFANT  LIFE  PROTECTION. 

During  the  year  1947,  261  visits  (42  of  which  were  primary  visits) 
were  made  to  children  under  the  age  of  nine  who  were  being  maintained 
for  reward  apart  from  their  parents  or  relatives. 


DAY  NURSERIES. 

On  the  1st  January,  1947,  two  Day  Nurseries,  viz,  that  at  Biggleswade 
and  the  one  at  Luton  Road,  Dunstable,  were  taken  over  by  the  Education 
Committee  for  use  as  Nursery  Schools. 


29 


The  nurseries  at  Dunstable  and  Leighton  Buzzard  continued  to  func- 
tion and  the  average  daily  attendances  were : — 

Dunstable — • 

Douglas  Crescent  (accommodation  for  40  children)  28 
Leighton  Buzzard  (accommodation  for  50  children)  ...  32 


AMBULANCE  SERVICES. 

The  area  of  operation  of  the  free  ambulance  service  which  was 
introduced  by  the  County  Council  in  1945  was  extended  during  1947  to 
include  the  Luton  and  Leighton  Buzzard  districts.  Cover  was  thus 
directly  provided  for  practically  the  whole  of  the  Administrative  County. 

On  the  31st  December,  1947,  the  ambulance  fleet  consisted  of  19 
ambulances  and  8 sitting-case  cars.  The  personnel  numbered  59. 

The  work  done  by  the  various  depots  is  summarised  in  the  following 
table : — 


Depot 

Class  of  Vehicle 

County 

Journeys 

Out  of 
County 
Journeys 

Total 
No.  of 
Journeys 

Total  No.  of 
Miles  Travelled 

Bedford 

Ambulances  . . . 

1,983 

182 

2,165 

49,228 

S/C  Cars 

704 

208 

912 

34,734 

83,962 

Biggleswade 

Ambulances  . . . 

665 

223 

888 

32,628 

S/C  Cars 

394 

217 

611 

27,016 

59,644 

Ampthill  ... 

Ambulances  . . . 

884 

81 

965 

32,559 

S/C  Cars 

422 

112 

534 

23,200 

55,759 

Dunstable . . . 

Ambulances  . . . 

1,763 

208 

1,971 

50,652 

S/C  Cars 

297 

116 

413 

16,652 

67,304 

* Luton 

Ambulances  . . . 

2,120 

22 

2,142 

17,461 

S/C  Cars 

59 

49 

108 

5,138 

22,599 

9,291 

1,418 

10,709 

289,268 

* Taken  over  from  the  County  Police  on  29.9.1947. 


MENTAL  DEFICIENCY. 

At  the  conclusion  of  the  year,  98  male  and  100  female  defectives,  for 
whose  maintenance  the  Bedfordshire  County  Council  are  responsible, 
were  detained  in  Certified  Institutions.  21  males  and  15  females  were  on 
licence  from  such  Institutions,  18  male  and  21  female  defectives  were 
under  guardianship,  and  112  male  and  67  female  defectives  were  under 
statutory  supervision.  The  number  of  new  cases  ascertained  during  the 
year  was  18  males  and  9 females.  There  were  34  male  and  19  female 
defectives  awaiting  removal  to  an  Institution. 
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An  Occupation  Centre  was  opened  on  the  3rd  November,  1947,  at 
the  former  Church  of  England  School,  Turvey,'  to  cater  for  children  from 
the  Bedford  Area.  This  is  staffed  by  a Supervisor,  Assistant  Supervisor 
and  a cook  and  at  the  end  of  the  year  there  were  15  names  on  the  Register. 

In  order  to  meet  the  needs  of  the  Southern  half  of  the  County,  the 
necessary  preliminary  steps  were  taken  to  provide  an  Occupation  Centre 
in  Dunstable.  To  assist  in  meeting  the  staffing  needs  of  the  future,  the 
Committee  accepted  financial  responsibility  for  the  training  of  an  Assistant 
Supervisor. 


BLIND  WELFARE. 

The  following  figures  relating  to  blind  persons  in  the  County  have 
been  supplied  by  the  Clerk  of  the  Council. 

On  31st  March,  1947,  there  were  439  registered  blind  persons  residing 
in  the  County. 

During  the  year  51  cases  were  removed  from  the  Register  and  60 
cases  were  added  to  the  Register. 


The  number  of  cases  on  the  Register  on  the  31st  March,  1948,  was 
therefore  448. 


The  ages  and  sexes  of  these  448  blind  persons  were  as  follows : — 

Males  Females 


0-4 

5-16 

17-21 

22-40 

41-50 

51-65 

66-70 

71  and  over 
Age  unknown 


1 

1 

2 

1 

6 

5 

34 

10 

30 

17 

60 

60 

17 

25 

57 

121 

1 


Total 


208  240 


The  numbers  were  distributed  as  follows : — 

North  Beds.  ...  ...  ...  ...  •••  162 

South  Beds.  ...  ...  ...  •••  •••  286 


RIVER  POLLUTION. 

During  the  year,  25  nuisances  were  dealt  with  under  the  Acts  and 
Orders  relating  to  River  Pollution.  14  samples  of  water  were  submitted 
for  analysis  and  10  were  reported  to  be  unsatisfactory. 


RURAL  HOUSING  SURVEY. 
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NOTES. 

Class  1.  Satisfactory  in  all  respects.  Class  4.  Appropriate  for  reconditioning  under  Housing  (Rural 

Class  2.  Minor  Defects.  Workers)  Act. 

Class  3.  Requiring  repair,  structural  alteration  or  improve-  Class  5.  Unfit  for  habitation  and  beyond  repair  at  a reasonable 

ment.  cost. 
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INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD. 

During  1947  it  became  possible  to  devote  more  attention  than  in 
previous  years  to  this  important  matter.  The  area  for  which  the  County 
Council  is  the  responsible  authority  is  the  Administrative  County  less  the 
Boroughs  of  Bedford  and  Luton. 


MILK. 

115  samples  of  milk  (including  11  appeal-to-cow  samples)  were 
submitted  to  the  County  Analyst  for  analysis  during  1947.  No  less  than 
13  (i.e.,  11.3  per  cent)  were  found  to  be  abnormal.  3 contained  added 
water  and  were  also  deficient  in  fat;  7 contained  added  water,  but  their  fat 
content  did  not  fall  below  the  level  presumed  to  indicate  adulteration; 
3 were  deficient  in  fat  only. 

With  regard  to  fat  content,  it  may  be  pointed  out  that  the  real  de- 
ficiency is  even  greater  than  that  given.  The  law  presumes  adulteration 
only  if  the  milk  contains  less  than  3 per  cent  milk  fat.  The  Milk  Fat  Con- 
tent table  shows  that  the  average  fat  content  of  unadulterated  samples 
examined  was  3.63  per  cent. 


Details  of  Adulterated  Samples  and  Action  Taken. 


Number  of 
Sample 

Nature  of  adulteration 
or  irregularity 

Action  Taken 

4526  A ... 
(Informal) 

Extraneous  Water 
Fat  Deficient 

0/ 

/o 

6.5 

14.3 

Formal  Sample  taken  which  was 
satisfactory. 

4527  A ... 
(Informal) 

Extraneous  Water 

4.1 

do. 

4528  A ... 
(Informal) 

Extraneous  Water 
Fat  Deficient 

2.0 

9.8 

do. 

4529  A ... 
(Informal) 

Extraneous  Water 

1.4 

do. 

4570  A ... 
(Informal) 

Extraneous  Water 
Fat  Deficient 

7.0 

31.9 

Formal  Sample  taken. 
(See  No.  4574). 

5888 

Fat  Deficient 

31.0 

Prosecution,  followed  by  conviction. 

4573 

Extraneous  Water 

10.7 

do. 

4574 

Fat  Deficient 

18.0 

do. 

5203 

Extraneous  Water 

6.1 

Warning  letter  sent. 

5205 

Extraneous  Water 

4.5 

do. 

5215 

Fat  Deficient 

7.0 

do. 

5260 

Extraneous  Water 

2.0 

do. 

5305 

Extraneous  Water 

4.1 

do. 
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MILK  FAT  CONTENT. 

The  average  fat  content  of  all  unadulterated  milk  samples  for  each 
month  of  the  year  and  for  the  year  as  a whole  is  shown  in  the  following 
table.  The  legal  standard  is  3.00  per  cent. 


Number  of 

Milk  Fat  Content 

Month 

Samples 

per  cent 

January  

10 

3.72 

February  

7 

3.90 

March  

11 

3.66 

April  

12 

3.55 

May  

8 

3.43 

June  

9 

3.31 

July  

9 

3.33 

August 

6 

4.05 

September 

7 

3.78 

October  

8 

3.82 

November 

8 

3.63 

December 

7 

3.32 

Total 

102 

3.63 

MILK  (SPECIAL  DESIGNATIONS)  REGULATIONS, 

1936-1946. 

The  number  of  Designated  Farms  in  the  County  was  as  follows : — 

On  Register  On  Register 
3 Is*  December , 31^  December , 

1946  1947 

Tuberculin  Tested  ...  67  96 

Accredited  85  80 

Total  ...  152  176 


Five  T.T.  Licences  were  cancelled  owing  to  the  death  of  holders  or 
sale  of  farms,  etc. 

One  T.T.  Licence  holder  reverted  to  Accredited  at  his  own  request. 

One  T.T.  and  one  Accredited  Licence  were  suspended  during  the 
year  owing  to  unsatisfactory  milk  samples. 

Two  Accredited  Licences  were  not  renewed  at  the  beginning  of  the 

year. 

One  Accredited  Licence  suspended  at  the  end  of  1946  was  re-issued 
during  June,  1947. 
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MILK  IN  SCHOOLS  SCHEME. 

144  schools  received  milk  under  the  Milk  in  Schools  Scheme  and 
every  endeavour  was  made  to  secure  a designated  supply.  In  28  instances, 
however,  raw  milk  was  supplied. 

At  the  end  of  the  year,  approximately  83  per  cent  of  the  children 
were  taking  milk  in  school. 


BACTERIOLOGICAL  EXAMINATION  OF  MILK. 

During  the  year,  1,219  visits  were  made  to  cowsheds  and  dairy 
premises,  and  966  samples  of  milk  were  taken  and  submitted  for  examina- 
tion. 78.64  per  cent  of  the  routine  samples  complied  with  the  standard 
prescribed  for  Designated  Milk. 

Particulars  of  the  results  of  the  examinations  are  set  out  below: — 


Classification 

Routine 

Samples 

First 

Follow-Up 

Second 

Follow-Up 

Third 

Follow-Up 

Total 

Sat. 

Unsat. 

Sat. 

Unsat. 

Sat. 

Unsat. 

Sat. 

Unsat. 

Samples  taken  prior  to 
Designated  Licences 
being  granted 

67 

14 

11 

3 

3 

98 

Tuberculin  Tested 

Milk  ... 

252 

60 

38 

15 

9 

5 

— 

1 

380 

Accredited  Milk 

244 

71 

31 

24 

10 

4 

2 

3 

389 

Heat  Treated  Milk  ... 
(Defence  Regulation 
55  G) 

23 

14 

6 

6 

1 

5 

3 

1 

59 

Undesignated  Milk 

supplied  to  School- 
children 

25 

7 

6 

1 

1 

- 

- 

_ 

40 

Totals 

611 

166 

92 

49 

24 

14 

5 

5 

966 

BIOLOGICAL  EXAMINATION  OF  NON-DESIGNATED 

MILK. 

During  the  year,  24  samples  of  milk  were  tested  by  Guinea  Pig  inocu- 
lation and  all  samples  were  found  to  be  free  from  Tubercle  Bacilli. 

In  one  sample  the  presence  of  Brucella  Abortus  was  disclosed,  and 
the  matter  was  referred  to  the  Divisional  Veterinary  Officer  of  the  Ministry 
of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries,  who  inspected  the  suspected  herd  and  traced 
the  infected  cow.  The  milk  was  rejected  for  human  consumption. 
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SAMPLES  OTHER  THAN  MILK. 

The  total  number  of  samples  of  food  and  drugs,  other  than  milk, 
examined  during  the  year  was  782  of  which  13,  or  1.66  per  cent,  were 
reported  to  be  adulterated  or  otherwise  giving  rise  to  irregularity.  There 
was  no  serious  adulteration  of  any  article  of  diet. 


MERCHANDISE  MARKS  ACTS. 

Three  instances  of  the  sale  of  foreign  produce  not  labelled  as  to  the 
country  of  origin  were  discovered.  This  is  an  offence  under  the  Mer- 
chandise Marks  Acts  and  a warning  letter  was  sent  in  each  case. 
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